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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is response to communications: application, filed 03/06/2002; amendment 
filed 10/31/2005. Claims 1-25 are pending. Claims 1, 6-8, 11-12, 14 are amended. Claims 17-25 
are added. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's argument filed 09/30/2005 has been fully considered. Based on claims 
language and Examiner's interpretations, Applicant's arguments are not persuasive. The 
rejection is retained 

3. Regarding to applicant's argument: 

-There is no such "user defined value": (Carcerano discloses a user can make a 
change on device configuration by fill in information in a blank or make a selection from a drop- 
down menu: Fig.7, items 127; column 15, lines 57-64) 

-Fail to disclose at least "template data having a user defined value indicative of 
haw a network element is to be provisioned" and a "system controller configured to 
. . .automatically provision the network element attribute for each of the identified network 
elements based on the user defined value store in memory": (Carcerano discloses each of the 
network device is repeatedly polled for updating a configuration, means "system controller 
configured to .. .automatically provision the network element attribute for each of the identified 
network elements", see : abstract, lines 1-5. Carcerano also discloses the user requests new 
configuration for network device by change configuration parameters in the template retrieved 
from the memory and store the updated template back to the database: Fig. 7; Fig. 5, items 107, 
105; column 2, lines 47-54; column 8, lines 20-26) 
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Claim rejections-35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which 
it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. For examination purpose, the 
correction is requested. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 17 recites the limitation ". . .the first provision template. . in page 8, lines 4, and 
". . .Selecting between the first and second provision templates based on the request, wherein the 
retrieving step is based on the selecting between the first and second provision templates step" in 
page 8, lines 6-8. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim rejections-35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(a) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

l) Claims 1-17, 20-21 and 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Carcerano et al. (U.S. 6,308,205), "Carcerano" herein after 
Regarding to claim i. which is exemplary of claims 2, 12 and 13: 
Carcerano discloses the invention substantially as claimed, including a system and 
method for managing elements of a communication network, comprising: 

Memory for storing template data, the template data having a user defined value 
indicative of how a network element attribute is to be provision: (Carcerano discloses a database 
contains configuration information templates wherein configuration parameters can be changed 
or updated by the remote workstations: Fig 5, items 105, 107; column 2, lines 46-53). 

A system controller configured to identify a plurality of network elements within the 
communication network based on user input and to automatically provision the network element 
attribute for each of the identified network elements based on the user defined value stored in 
memory: ("the request" which is equivalent to "user input" identifies a target device and its 
configuration value: Fig.7, items 127; column 1, lines 25-38, 52-67; column 2, lines 1 1-67; 
column 15, lines 57-64). 

Regarding to claim 4, which is exemplary of claim 7: 

In addition to the rejection in claim 1, Carcerano further discloses: 

Wherein the EMS is interfaced with a plurality of clients: (Fig. 1, item 3, 34, 13, 45, 37 

e.g.)- 
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Wherein the system controller is configured to receive the template data from one of the 
clients and to store the received template data in the memory (the user requests new 
configuration for network device by changing configuration parameters in the template retrieved 
from the memory. Then updated template is stored back to the database: Fig. 7; Fig. 5, items 107, 
105; column 2, lines 47-54; column 8, lines 20-26). 

Regarding to claim 8, which is exemplary with claim 20: 

Carcerano discloses the invention substantially as claimed, including a system for 
managing elements of a communication network, comprising: 

Memory: (Fig 4, item 93). 

A system controller configured to receive a provision template and to store the provision 
template in the memory, the provision template having control values, each of control values for 
controlling respective a network element attribute, the system controller configured to receive a 
request that identifies the provision template and to retrieve the provision template in response to 
the request, the system controller further configured to select a plurality of network elements 
within the communication network and to automatically provision each of the selected network 
elements based on each of the control values of the retrieved provision template: (a template 
retrieved from the database to be updated according to user requesting, then the updated 
template is stored back into the database: Fig 5, items 107, 105; column 2, lines 35-61). 

Regarding to claim 10: 

In addition to the rejection in claim 8, Carcerano further discloses: 
The system controller is configured to automatically provision the selection network 
elements in response to the request (the server executes modified configuration parameters 
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template in order to update network device configuration: Fig 7, items 126, 127, 128; Fig 8, 
items s803 items 76, 88; column 9, lines 42-67; column 10, lines 1-25). 
Regarding to claim 9. which is exemplary of claim 11: 
In addition to the rejection in claim 8, Carcerano further discloses: 
The EMS is interfaced with a plurality of clients (Fig. 1, item 3, 34, 13, 45, 37 e.g.) 
The system controller is configured to provide the retrieved provision template to one of 
the clients in response to the request (the provision template is retrieved form data base in HTML 
format so user can fill in configuration information in a blank or selecting configuration 
information from the drop-down window: column 2, lines 5-67; column 9, lines 62-67; column 
10, lines 1-11; column 2, lines 47-54). 

The one client is configured to change the provision template based on user inputs and to 
communicate the changed provision template to the EMS; and the system controller, in 
provisioning the selected network elements, is configured to utilize control values indicated by 
the changed provision template: (the requesting station sends a request which identifies the target 
one of network device for updating configuration. The user can fill in or selects configuration 
parameters into template. Then the updated template is stored back to the server database and 
executes to indicate updated control value for requested network device: fig 7, items 126, 127, 
128; Fig.8 items S803, S805; column 2, lines 35-67; column 9, lines 34-42). 
Regarding to claim 14: 

Carcerano discloses the invention substantially as claimed, including a method for 
managing elements of a communication network, comprising: 
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Defining a provision template based on user input; the provision template having control 
values, each of the control values for controlling a respective network element attribute: (the user 
can fill in or select configuration parameters from a blank or the drop-down window: Fig7, items 
126, 127, 128; column 15, lines 50-64). 

Receiving a request that identifies the provision template: (the request identifies the target 
device and its configuration data: column 2, lines 35-61) 

Retrieving the provision template in response to the request: (the request identifies the 
target device and its configuration data: column 2, lines 35-61) 

Selecting a plurality of network elements within the communication network; and 
automatically provisioning each of the selected network elements based on each of the control 
values of the retrieved provision template: (the request identifies the target device and its 
configuration. A provision template is retrieved from database and sent to user to execute 
column 2, lines 35-61; column 9, lines 43-67; column 10, lines 1-25). 

Regarding to claim 75, which is exemplary of claim 16: 

In addition to the rejection in claim 14, Carcerano further discloses: 

Displaying the retrieved provision template in response to the request (the retrieved 
template is displaced in HTML format: column 9, lines 43-67). 

Updating the provision template base on user inputs wherein the provisioning step 
includes the step of storing control values indicated by the update provision template into each of 
the selected network elements (user can fill in or select updated configuration information from 
blank or drop down window in retrieved template, and the updated template is stored back into 
database: Fig 5, items 104, 105, 107; column 15, lines 56-67). 
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Regarding to claim 3: 

In addition to the rejection in claim 1, Carcerano further discloses: 

The EMS is interfaced with a plurality of clients: (Fig. 1, item 3, 34, 13, 45, 37 e.g.). 

One client is configured to display a GUI based on the selected set of GUI code and to 
define the template data based on user inputs received by the one client, the one client further 
configured to transmit the template data to the EMS: (template is displayed in HTML format, 
and the user can input the updated configuration information in lthe template and send it back 
into database: column 9, lines 43-67). 

The memory stores sets of graphical user interface (GUI) code, each of the sets of GUI 
code defining a different GUI; the system controller is configured to select one of the sets of GUI 
code and to provide the selected set of GUI code to one of the clients: (there are HTML 
templates in the database so the user can make selection on configuration information, and each 
HTML template defines configuration for each network device: Fing 5, items 1 1, 107; Fig 6, 
items 141; column 9, lines 43-67). 

Regarding to claims S and 6: 

In addition to the rejection in claim 4, Carcerano further discloses: 
Wherein the system controller receives the template data from the one client during a first 
communication session that is between the EMS and the one client, and wherein the system 
controller is configured to provide the template data to another of the clients during a second 
communication session that is between the EMS and the other client; wherein the system 
manager is configured to automatically provision each of the identified network elements in 
response to a request received from the other client during the second communication session 
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(template is displayed in HTML format, and the user can input updated configuration 
information in that template and send it back to database. Although Carcerano does not explicitly 
disclose there different sessions perform in his invention; however this feature is deemed to be 
inherent to the Carcerano's system, see (abstract, lines 15-20; column 9, lines 43-67). 
Regarding to claims 1 7 and 25: 

In addition to the rejection in claims 14 and 24, Carcerano further discloses: 

Defining a second provision template, wherein the second provision template has a 
control values for controlling a particular network element attribute and wherein one of the 
control values of the first provision template is for controlling the particular network element 
attribute: (column 1, lines 25-38, 52-67; column 2, lines 5-67) 

Selecting between the first and second provision templates based on the request, wherein 
the retrieving step is based on the selecting between the first and second provision templates 
step: (column 1, lines 25-38, 52-67; column 2, lines 5-67) 

Regarding to claims 21 and 24: 

Defining a first provision template having a user defined value for a network element 
attribute: (receiving "updating configuration data" which is equivalent to "user defined value": 
abstract, lines 1-20; column 20, lines 50-67; column 21, lines 1-4) 

Provisioning a first plurality of network elements based on the first provision template, 
wherein the provisioning a first plurality of network elements step comprises the step of 
automatically setting, within each of the first plurality of network elements, a control value for 
the network element attribute based on the user defined value of the first provision template: 
(The user can fill in or selects "configuration parameters" which is equivalent to "control values" 
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into template, modified parameter is sent back into the server database and executed to updated 
control value for requested network device: fig 7, items 126, 127, 128; Fig.8 items S803, S805; 
column 2, lines 35-67; column 9, lines 34-42). 

Claim rejections-35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or descry 
bed as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 

prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 

person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 

the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 18-19 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being un-patentable 
over Carcerano in view of Sheldon et al. (U.S. 2003/0028535) 
Regarding to claims 18-19 and 22-23: 

Carcerano discloses the invention substantially as disclosed in claims 1 and 21 , but does 
not explicitly teach wherein the network element attribute is line speed, and wherein the system 
controller establishes the line speed of each the plurality of network elements based on the 
control value. 

However, Sheldon discloses a call control database maintains "bandwidth capabilities" 
which is equivalent to "line speed" of each endpoint: [0012-0014]; [0040-0041] 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Sheldon's ideas of using a control database maintains bandwidth 
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capabilities with Carcerano's system in order to provide a convenient way to establish the 
appropriate network connection, see (Sheldon: [0059]) 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to lan dai thi truong whose telephone number is 571-272-7959. The 
examiner can normally be reached on monday- friday from 8:30am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on (571) 272-3896. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Lan Dai Thi Truong 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2143 



